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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 2023 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ESTCEEWTFRSU 

SUBJECT: FRANCO-SOVIET TRADE RELATIONS 

REF: PARIS 2073 

1 . DURING FEBRUARY 10 MEETING OF WESTERN COMMERCIAL COUNSELORS 
(EC AND US), FRENCH COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR LAB IDE - FRESHLY 
RETURNED FROM FRANCE - GAVE RUNDOWN ON FRANCO-SOVIET TRADE 
RELATIONS WHICH CONTAINED SOME, BUT FAR FROM ALL, OF THE DATE 

IN PARIS'S EXCELLENT SUMMARY TELEGRAM (REFTEL). 

2. LAB IDE, IN CONFIRMING THAT BREZHNEV VISIT WAS LIKELY TO BE 
IN LATE JUNE (BUT NO FIRM DATE YET SET), SAID THAT FRENCH 
ANTICIPATE USSR WILL TRY TO EXHAUST CURRENT FRENCH LINE OF 
CREDIT IN FIRST HALF OF 1977. LINE HAS BEEN DRAWN TWO-THIRDS 
DOWN AT PRESENT. PURPOSE OF USING REMAINDER, IN FRENCH VIEW, 

WOULD BE TO PERMIT BREZHNEV TO ASK FOR A NEW LINE WHICH WOULD 
INCLUDE "SPECIAL" RATES FOR SOME PROJECTS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF A GENERAL INTEREST RATE. LABIDE SAID THAT FRENCH ASSUME 
SOVIETS WILL WANT TO HAVE THE SAME GENERAL INTEREST RATE AS 
THE PRESENT ONE, WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER MORE FAVORABLE 
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CONDITIONS THAN NOW EXIST. 

3. WITH REFERENCE TO ONE HUNDRED PERCENT COMPENSATION PROVISIONS 
WHICH HELPED FRENCH WIN VALUABLE EXPORT CONTRACTS AROUND END 
OF YEAR CITED REFTEL, LABIDE SAID FRENCH WERE SURPRISED TO 

FIND THEMSELVES DEALING IN RECENT "PETITE COMMISSION" MEETING 
IN FRANCE WITH VLADIMIR SUSHKOV, (THE SOVIET DEPUTY MINISTER 
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OF FOREIGN TRADE WHO SPECIALIZES IN COMPENSATION PROJECTS), 
RATHER THAN THE MORE FAMILIAR NIKOLAY KOMAROV. SUSHKOV HAD 
PRESSED VERY HARD FOR SPECIFIC BLESSING FOR COMPENSATION 
PROJECTS IN JOINT COMMUNIQUE. HE HAD NOT, HOWEVER, BEEN 
WILLING TO DISCUSS "NEW METHODS" OF COMPENSATION. ACCORDING 
TO LABIDE, THE FRENCH EXPECT THE SOVIETS TO BRING UP THE 
"NEW METHODS" IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE BREZHNEV VISIT. 

4. LABIDE DENIED GERMAN ECONOMIC MINISTER'S SUGGESTION THAT 
FRENCH WOULD BE GETTING SOVIET OIL AS COMPENSATION AT LESS THAN 
OPEC PRICES. HE SAID THAT THE ACTUAL PRICES HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
AGREED BUT THAT THEY WOULD BE "MARKET PRICES." 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE FRENCH HAVE NOT BEEN NEARLY AS 
SUCCESSFUL AS GERMANS IN SELLING OF SOVIET MARKET. THE NEWLY 
INTENSIFIED SOVIET STRESS ON COMPENSATION PROJECTS AND THE 
POSSIBLY GREATER FRENCH WILLINGNESS TO DATE TO ENTER INTO 
THESE ARRANGEMENTS WILL INCREASE THE PRESSURE ON THE GERMANS 
TO DO THE SAME. 

TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, TRADE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Feb-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MOSCOW02023 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770050-0351 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770250/aaaabsam.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9feef5c7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PARIS 2073 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3343376 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRANCO-SOVIET TRADE RELATIONS 
TAGS: ESTC, EEWT, FR, SU, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9feef5c7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



